
C
O

M
M

ITTED OF EXCELL
E

N
C

E

SUPPORTING.HELPING.INSPIRING.NEXT-LEVEL.EDUCATORS
Volume 5 - june 2019

school district 189
leadership: 
Arthur R. Culver
Superintendent

Tina Frye
Chief Human Resource Officer

Keisa Garrett
Chief of Schools

Jennifer Brumback
Chief Academic Officer

school board
Members:
RC Clark
President

Lonzo Greenwood
Vice President

Irma Golliday
Secretary

Victoria Clay
Treasurer

Kinnis Williams Sr.
Member

LaKeisha Adams
Member

Betty Jones-Carr
Member

www.ESTL189.com

The East St. Louis Senior High School Class of 

2019 included 246 students.  Within this group, 7 
ALSO EARNED THEIR ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE, 75 
EARNED COLLEGE CREDITS, AND 19 EARNED 
INDUSTRY-RECOGNIZED CERTIFICATIONS.  
Altogether, the CLASS OF 2019 EARNED OVER 
$12.7 MILLION IN COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS.  
All have post-secondary plans to attend a 2 or 

4-year college/university, trade school, or military 

enlistment.   Approximately 30 additional students, 

who attend Younge Alternative or other campus, 

graduated this year from the East St. Louis School 

District.  This includes 11 students who were not 

on track for graduation but who successfully 

completed HiSET competency exams and met 

the requirements of the Innovative Learning 

Opportunities Program.  

Congrats to the Class of 2019!

Class of 2019 Shines Bright
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Superintendent’s Message
to the Class of 2019:
I am honored to have been your Superintendent and I wish you the 

best in your future endeavors.  I stand proud as I reflect on the Class 
of 2019’s accomplishments.

While we celebrate the milestone of your high school graduation, I 
encourage you to remember this is not the end.  This is the beginning 
of a critical chapter in the story of your life. It is essential in these 
upcoming months and years for you to make good decisions about 
how you invest your time, who you associate with, and how you think.

First, I want you to be careful with how you spend your time.  I know each of you have developed a post-
secondary plan. You have determined if your next step is to begin this fall at a two-year institution, a four-year 
university, a vocational program, military service or a job.  I encourage you to stay true to your goals and your 
plan. Don’t invest your time in activities that will keep you from your rightful future. Don’t allow others to knock 
you off your path. They may try to derail you out of jealousy, fear or misunderstanding.  Remember, this is your 
time, your path, your destiny – no one else’s. And if you do get off course from your path, get back on. It is always 
too soon to quit and never too late to make a comeback.

Secondly, be cautious about who you spend time with.  As you embark upon your journey, it may become 
necessary to narrow your circle of friends.  People you associate with do influence you positively or negatively. 
They will even impact the decisions you make.  You must develop the art of separation and the gift of goodbye 
to keep negative people from stealing your dreams. As you embark on your next chapter, select new friends 
carefully.

Third, be careful how you think.  Please know that you control you – and it all begins with how you think of 
yourself.  Your mind is your control center and you become what you contemplate.  You can’t consistently 
perform in a manner that is inconsistent with the way you see yourself.  Everything you have ever done or 
accomplished started in your mind. Your life will ultimately go in the direction of your thoughts.  When you 
sow a thought, you reap a word; when you sow a word, you reap an action; when you sow an action, you reap 
a habit; when you sow a habit, you reap your character; when you sow your character you reap your destiny.  It 
all started with your thoughts. You can’t live a positive life with negative thoughts. Beware of the dream killers: 
feelings of anger, fear, anxiety, hate, insecurity, jealousy, self-pity, lack of effort, low self-esteem and lack of 
planning.  Control your mind and you control your destiny.

Your community, family, background, culture and experiences have prepared you for greatness.  You have 
the knowledge, courage and skills you need to face your future challenges. You were born to win, engineered 
for success and endowed with the seeds of greatness.  Attitude, concentration, effort, self-esteem, education 
and decision-making separate the winners from the losers. The history of East St. Louis is full of people who 
overcame great obstacles to become leaders and attain greatness in their chosen field.

Your destiny is calling. As you graduate and continue to plan your future, reach deep inside and activate your 
dream, determine exactly what it is that you desire, and create a vision. Stay committed to your vision so it 
becomes a reality. Know that it’s possible. You are a champion from the City of Champions.  

Congratulations to the Class of 2019,

Arthur R. Culver, Superintendent
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STUDENT ATHLETIC ACES in 2019
• Eastside Flyers boys basketball IHSA 3A state champs

• Eastside Flyers boys track and field IHSA 2A state champs

• Eastside Flyerettes girls track and field IHSA 2A state champs

• Lincoln 7th grade boys track and field IESA state champs

• Mason/Clark 8th grade boys basketball IESA state 2nd Place

• Lincoln 8th grade girls track and field IESA state 2nd Place

• Lincoln 8th grade girls basketball IESA state 2nd Place

Eastside Students Excelling at SWIC

This year, 23 Eastside seniors and juniors 

participated in the Running Start program at 

Southwestern Illinois College (SWIC).  These high 

school students take all their courses at the local 

community college.  Running Start, a partnership 

initiated in Fall 2015 between School District 189 and 

SWIC, provides the opportunity for a student to earn 

a high school diploma and an associate’s degree 

simultaneously.  This lessens the burden of college 

tuition for two years and increases the likelihood of 

the student obtaining a four-year degree.  District 

189 provides students with all tuition and fees, as 

well as transportation to and from SWIC. 

Four East St. Louis Senior High School students were 
named to the Dean’s List (earning a 3.5 GPA or higher) 
at SWIC for the fall semester.  These students include: 
seniors; Teyonna Cummings and Shannon Williams as 
well as Juniors; Jataya Holmes and Nia Wiley.  These 
students proved that they are successful with meeting 
the demands of a community college while still in high 
school.  

Seven seniors from the Class of 2019 received their 
high school diploma and associate’s degree this May.  
Each of these graduates plans to transfer to a four-
year institution to complete their bachelor’s degree. 
The Running Start program is coordinated by Staccy 
Lampkin, Director of College Access and Persistence.

Photo: Eastside Class of 2019 Running Start graduates from SWIC
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Eastside Student on State Student Advisory Council

Z ’Sanique Sanders, 10th grader at Eastside, 
served this year as one of twenty 

representatives on the Illinois State Board of 
Education’s Student Advisory Council.  She 
attended several meetings in Springfield and met 
her colleagues as a council virtually throughout 
the year.  

Z’Sanique represented East St. Louis extremely 
well and has engaged in research and discussions 
about how the public education system can 
better meet students’ needs.  She also serves on 
the Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council, 
providing a student leadership lens for school 
improvement.

Eastside Student Earns Governor’s
Volunteer Service Award

Isaiah Haynes, 10th grader at Eastside, has been recognized with the 

Governor’s Volunteer Service Award.  Isaiah was selected in the Southern 

Youth category based on his volunteer efforts with the East St. Louis School 

District and East Side Aligned.  Isaiah serves on the Superintendent’s 

Student Advisory Council and is part of Culinary Arts training in the Career 

and Technical Education program.  He was one of 27 volunteers across the 

state recognized in the 10th anniversary of the awards.

Photo: Isaiah Haynes, Governor’s Volunteer Service Award recipient.

Photo: Z’Sanique Sanders (right) on the floor of the Illinois Senate.
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D istrict 189 students again 

participated in MathCON, an 

annual online math competition.  

The competition this year had 47,194 

participants (approximately 5,900 

students per grade level) from 

across the United States.  The Top 

100 ranked students at each grade 

level were offered the opportunity 

to compete in the second round 

of competition.  Eleven District 

189 students received Honorable 

Mention in Grades 5-12.  This includes 

two students from Avant Elementary, 

three from Lincoln Middle, three 

from Mason/Clark Middle and three 

from East St. Louis Senior High.  The 

Honorable Mention students from 

the high school all scored in the top 

5% or better in their age group. 

School District 189 participation 

in MathCON is coordinator by Kay 

Rhodes Brown.

 

MathCON

Racial Harmony
Award Recipients
Seven students from East St. Louis School District 189 

were named recipients of the 2019 Racial Harmony 

Awards.  These students, who were nominated by their 

school principal, were publicly recognized on February 24 for 

their efforts to serve as a peacemaker and as a leader who 

promotes good will and respect in their community.  

Awardees include:

Kaiden Edwards – Avant Elementary School, Grade 4

Marreian Easley – Bush Elementary School, Grade 4

Ethereal Hammock, Jr. – Dunbar Elementary School, Grade 1

Laryia Cole – Officer Elementary School, grade 3

Victor Miller – Wright Elementary School, grade 3

Jadora Pomerlee – Lincoln Middle School, grade 8

Kristina Leatherman – Mason/Clark Middle School, grade 8

Photo: Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial, Washington, D.C.
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Poetry Out Loud
Two students from Younge Alternative 

Center represented District 189 at the 

Poetry Out Loud Regional Competition held at 

SWIC on February 19.  The two seniors, Kenya 

Jones and Ton-Telia Hill, presented poems 

within the category of “20 Lines or Less” and 

from the “Pre-20th Century” category.  They 

have been supported by first year teacher Ms. 

Briana Morales.

VISTA Member Receives Local Award
AmeriCorps VISTA member Gloria Hicks was awarded the 2019 Brenda Crisp Early Childhood Champion Award 

for her dedication to advancing child well-being locally.  Ms. Hicks completed her one-year term of service with 

School District 189 in spring 2019. Thank you for your service!

Spelling Bee
The 2019 Spelling Bee was a success. Students 

across all elementary schools participated in the 

event. The top spellers included:

Pre-K Winner: Dylan Davis

K-2nd Junior Finalists Winner:  Brielle Foster 
2nd Grade, Dunbar Elementary

3rd-8th Scripps Finalists:

Winner: Grace Griffin
4th Grade, Dunbar Elementary

Winner-Up: Everett Newbern, III
4th Grade, Avant Elementary

The School District 189 Spelling Bee was coordinated 

by Esther Spells, Dianne Turpen, Annie Prymer, 

Kathryn Bastian, Monique Ralston, Shelley Lumas 

and Dorothy Reeves.

Photo: Poetry Out Loud students and teacher at SWIC

Photo: A few Spelling Bee 2019 participants.
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East St. Louis Students Gain Top Honors
at Illinois Beta Convention
Beta students participated in the Senior Beta 

Convention held February 27-28 in Springfield.  

The Eastside Beta Club competed against 21 other 

Illinois schools and managed to place within the top 

3 in all performance arts events and placed in the 

majority of art event categories, bringing home 10 total 

awards.  The team will advance to the national Beta 

competition in June.  Christian Millender received 

top honors by being voted in as the new Illinois State 

Beta President.  He will travel throughout the nation 

as a proud representative of not only Illinois Beta, but 

of our school and hometown. 

The Eastside Beta Club is sponsored by Jill Wolfmeier, 

Jason Brown, Leslie McCorkle and Catherine Smith.

Photo: Eastside Illinois Beta awards.

STUDENT ART RECOGNITIONS
The visual arts program at Eastside celebrated multiple great 

spring art exhibitions of outstanding student art.  Student 

art was on display at the Southwestern Illinois College (SWIC) 

High School Student Art Exhibition, Alton Jacoby Arts Center, 

House of Miles EStL and the Belleville Art on the Square High 

School Art Show.  

Taychelle Glen, sophomore at East St. Louis Senior High School, 

was awarded 1st place for a digital portrait entered at Art on the 

Square. This spring she was also named Emerging Young Artist 

by Gesso Magazine, which featured many digital illustrations 

and a full article about her artworks. 

Eastside art students are supported by teacher Kim Jaoko.

Photo: Taychelle Glen, Emerging Young Artist – Gesso Magazine.
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National Indoor Track Champs

F ive East St. Louis track members participated in the New 

Balance Nationals Indoor competition in New York March 8-10.  

All five were named National Indoor All-Americans.  Willie Johnson 

was named the National Emerging Elite National Champion in 

the 400 meters with a time of 48.39 seconds.  He plus Marcus 

Lampley, Keontez Lewis and Andrew Johnson won the 4x200 

relay with a time of 1:30. The team of Marcus Lampley, Keontez 

Lewis, Xavier Mix and Willie Johnson won the 4x400 relay with a 

time of 3:22.  The team is led by head coach Barry Malloyd with 

Kevin Anderson, Andre Brewster, Rodney Burrell, Leo McCaleb, 

Bill Jennings and Bernard King as assistant coaches. 

Photo: Track indoor national champs.

Eastside Students Featured at State Conference

Three East St. Louis Senior high School students were featured guest speakers at the annual Illinois 60 by 25 

Network conference.  Students were selected to share their personal story about their career interests and their 

educational journey on their career pathway.  Senior Mahogany Bonner spoke about her experience in the Running 

Start program and GEAR UP.  Senior Diana Edmonds reflected on her paid nursing internship with BJC Healthcare 

and CNA training.  Sophomore Isaiah Haynes shared about his Career and Technical Education training in Culinary 

Arts.  The conference also included District 189 speakers Superintendent Culver, Dr. Tiffany Gholson and Valencia 

Martin.

High School Youth Giving Back

A handful of students, Robert Andrews, Deon Elliott, Jacob 

Plummer, Jaylen Coleman and Marvin Gordon, from Younge 

Alternative were the backbone of Flyers Feeding Families 

operations this year.  Monthly, these students would unpack 

donated pallets of produce, pantry items and other food products 

from the St Louis Area Foodbank and serve it in an organized and 

efficient manner to approximately 100 families per distribution from 

the local community.  These students are supported by Catrice 

Johnson, School Social Worker and Yolanda Miller, School Nurse.
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Happy Retirement
from

School District 189

D istrict 189 congratulates staff on 

their retirement in 2018-2019! The 

following staff members are commended 

for their years of dedicated service and 

for their commitment to the students, staff 

and community of District 189.  Thank you!

Karen Thomas - Teacher

Lonnie Fleming-Johnson - Teacher

Chester Carothers - Social Worker

Daniel Madrigal - Teacher

Willie Adams - Custodian

Kathy Williams - Clerk

Meletta Romious - Secretary

Ramona Blanton-Smith - Nurse

Congrats
to Staff Earning 
Higher Degrees
District 189 salutes
these employees:
Justin Moore
Principal, East St. Louis Senior High School
Doctor of Educational Leadership

Tamiko Timberson
School Social Worker, Vivian Adams Early Childhood Center
Doctor of Education in Teacher Leadership

The following teachers earned
their Master’s Degrees: 

• Tiffany Nelson

• Kendrick Evans

• Tammy Thomas
 

Congratulations to ALL!
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Teacher Residency 
Program
The first cohort of the District 189 Urban Education 

Teacher Residency Program has completed their 

training year!  Twelve teacher residents participated in 

an intense residency-based training program at Avant 

Elementary, learning from master teachers and serving 

directly in classrooms with students this school year.  

Urban Ed residents serve full time, receive a $30,000 

stipend and obtain a Master’s degree in Education during 

the residency.  This one year program has prepared teacher 

residents to become quality teachers and ensure they are 

culturally and pedagogically prepared for success in School 

District 189 classrooms.  Each resident makes a commitment 

that upon successful completion of the program, they 

agree to serve as a teacher in School District 189 for at 

least 3 years. This program is one of our efforts to close the 

teacher shortage gap and ensure new teachers have the 

skills, training and supports to be effective in their first year 

of teaching.

Residents from cohort one successfully passed the edTPA 

exam on their first try!  Residents were interviewed and will 

be placed in K-5 teaching positions throughout the district 

for the upcoming school year.  The Cohort 2 residency 

training program will begin soon.

The residency program is led by Director Valencia 

Martin and Mentor Resident Leader Tracee Wells and 

receives considerable support from the Interim Principal 

Quanshanda Nicholson and Assistant Principal Latesha 

Clemons. Congrats to our teacher residents and their 

placements:

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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 School Assignment Resident Grade Level Experience Content Level Experience
 Katie Wright Timadj Wellmaker 3rd Grade ELA/ Pre-K SpEd
 Katie Wright Jade Dillard 1st Grade ELA
 Katie Wright Casey Scharadan 1st and 4th Grade ELA/Science/ELA

 Annette Officer Jaimee Jones 2nd Grade ELA
 Annette Officer Metro Armstrong 4th Grade Math
 Annette Officer Fiona Hill 4th Grade Science/Math/ELA

 James Avant Christopher Chipman 5th Grade ELA
 James Avant Rosalyn Bryant 5th Grade ELA

 Mason Clark Middle Atia Singleton 5th Grade ELA
 Mason Clark Middle D’Ara Townsend 4th Grade Math

 Lincoln Middle Chelsea Tart 5th Grade Math
 Lincoln Middle Chicykee Kidd 5th Grade ELA

Thank you to our master teachers for their invaluable support:

 Kia Eiland 1st Grade ELA

 Erin McMullen 2nd Grade Writing

 Emily Stewart 3rd Grade ELA

 Aleta Placide 4th Grade ELA

 Shanell Mcdonald 4th Grade Math

 Kristy Roesch 4th Grade Science

 Nina McLean 5th Grade ELA

 Cindy Stevenson 5th Grade Math

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
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Meeting the Needs of Students: HiSET Program
School District 189 launched a new program in spring 

2019 to serve students with the capabilities to 

graduate from high school but who lack the credits to 

do so.  Students in the Innovative Learning Opportunities 

Program (ILOP) received 12 hours of instruction per 

week in core content areas and improved their college 

and career readiness skills.  Instead of working towards 

passing the GED, students in this program take HiSET 

exams in Reading, Writing, Math and Social Science to 

earn their diploma.

The results of this pilot program?  Eleven students, who 

were not on track to graduate from high school, earned their 

degree and walked across the graduation stage in May!

District 189 ILOP is coordinated by Dr. Tesha Robinson and 

includes the following teachers, support staff and proctors: 

Deborah Hannah, Karima Tucker, Twyla Lee, Joan Ehret, 

Briana Morales, Andrea Wilson-Vickers, Falon McCain, Gail 

Robinson, Mark Jones, Bernetta Matory and Octavia Scott.

8

Students were 
on track to 

graduate with 
their cohort

Of the 10 students
were unenrolled in

school prior to ILOP 

increase in ESLSHS  
graduation rate

as a result 
of ILOP

%

Graduates as 
a result of 

ILOP

11

8
Of the 10 were 4th 

year students 

3
Of the 10 were 

5th year students 

SPRING 2019 DATA

The Innovative Learning Opportunities Program enables students to take an alternative route to earning 
a high school diploma. Enrolled students were at least 2 credits (4 courses) de�cit from graduating with 
their cohort. Students had to pass a high school equivalency exam (HiSET) for successful completion of 
the program. The exam consists of 5 content areas: writing, reading, math, science, and social studies. 
Students were also expected to work, volunteer, or intern for extended learning. Students’ college, career, 
and life skills were developed through various sources. 

Dr. Tesha Robinson  -   tesha.robinson@estl189.com 

3

FOLLOW MORE GREAT STORIES:   @ESTL189    on           Facebook  and         Twitter


